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DETAILED ACTION 



1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
11/27/2006 has been entered. Claims 2-19 and 21 are pending. Claims 1 and 20 are 
canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 2-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Johnson et al. (Johnson), US Patent No. 6,453,302, and further in view of Morag, 
US Patent No. 6,324,545. 

4. As to independent claims 2, 6 and 10, Johnson discloses a layout system, 
comprising: 
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a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information (col. 7, lines 14-29: a memory arrangement 200 stores customer 
data and seller data (pieces of published information)); 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device (col. 10, lines 28-38: retrieving 
information (customer and seller data) from the memory arrangement 200); and 

a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected out 
of the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by 
storing the published information in an information storage frame according to a 
template that defines items related to the information storage frame arranged in a 
predetermined layout region (col. 4, lines 18-60 and col. 10, lines 50-62: the 
presentation generation system 104 (the layout device) generates a presentation (a 
layout of published information by using cover page template that defines layout and 
content or topic of the information); and 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates (col. 7, 
lines 13-29 and col. 8, lines 43-55: template information 28 (template storage) includes 
templates used by the presentation generation system 104), 

a template selection device being adapted to select a template out of the 
template storage device (col. 8, lines 35-42, and col. 10, lines 12-49: the presentation 
generation system 104 identifies appropriate a cover page template defining a cover 
page (this step may include identifying an appropriate cover page form a plurality of 
cover pages) based on customer information, the presentation generation system 104 
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then integrates the template with the information to form a presentation (a layout of the 
published information). 

However, Johnson does not explicitly disclose select a template according to the 
amount of published information selected by the published information selection device 
and to produce a layout of the published information according to the selected template. 

In the same field of endeavor, Morag discloses a method of generating a 
photographic album comprising: providing a plurality of digitally encoded images 
(published information), automatically analyzing the images and automatically 
generating an album responsive to the analyzing (col. 3, lines 26-33). In addition, 
Morag discloses that after the images and instruction (published information) for album 
arrangement are received by the service provider, an optimal layout (template) of 
images in the album is determined (col. 7, lines 15-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Morag with Johnson to include select a 
template according to the amount of published information selected by the published 
information selection device and to produce a layout of the published information 
according to the selected template. Morag suggests that automatically generating a 
photograph album by using digital techniques would enhance the quality of the resulting 
album. 

5. As to dependent claims 3, 7 and 11, Johnson discloses the template being a 
page template that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage 
frame to be arranged in a layout region in page units (col. 10, lines 50-62: cover page 
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template includes rules that define the layout and content or topic as well as color, size, 
shape). 

6. As to dependent claims 4, 8 and 12, Johnson discloses the template being 
related to information that indicates the amount of publishable information which can be 
stored in the information storage frame defined by a relevant page template (col. 10, 
lines 12-62: the cover page template defines locations associated with rules which in 
turn define the layout of the cover page as well as the content, size, and other 
characteristics of the information on the cover page), 

the template selection device being adapted to select out of the template storage 
device a page template that is suitable for the amount of published information selected 
by the published information selection device (col. 10, lines 12-27: based on the 
customer solution or customer information (amount of published information), retrieving 
a template defining a cover page). 

7. As to dependent claims 5, 9 and 13, Johnson discloses the template selection 
device being adapted to calculate a total amount of published information which has 
been selected by the published information selection device but for which a layout has 
not been produced, to calculate an average amount of the published information on the 
basis of the calculated total amount of published information, and to select a page 
template of the amount of publishable information suitable for the calculated average 
amount of published information (col. 5, line 27 - col. 6, line 15 and col. 8, lines 35-58). 
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In addition, Morag discloses a method of generating a photographic album 
comprising: providing a plurality of digitally encoded images (published information), 
automatically analyzing the images and automatically generating an album responsive 
to the analyzing (col. 3, lines 26-33). In addition, Morag discloses that after the images 
and instruction (published information) for album arrangement are received by the 
service provider, an optimal layout (template) of images in the album is determined (col. 

7, lines 15-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Morag with Johnson to include select a 
template according to the amount of published information selected by the published 
information selection device and to produce a layout of the published information 
according to the selected template. Morag suggests that automatically generating a 
photograph album by using digital techniques would enhance the quality of the resulting 
album. 

8. As to independent claim 14, Johnson discloses a layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information storage device (col. 7, lines 14-29: a memory arrangement 200 
stores customer data and seller data (pieces of published information)); 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device (col. 10, lines 28-38: retrieving 
information (customer and seller data) from the memory arrangement 200); and 
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a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected out 
of the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by 
storing the published information in an information storage frame according to a 
template that defines items related to the information storage frame arranged in a 
predetermined layout region (col. 4, lines 18-60 and col. 10, lines 50-62: the 
presentation generation system 104 (the layout device) generates a presentation (a 
layout of published information by using cover page template that defines layout and 
content or topic of the information); 

the published information being related to information that indicates the 
importance of the published information (col. 5, lines 43-57 and col. 9, line 60 - col. 10, 
line 11); 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates (col. 7, 
lines 13-29 and coL 8, lines 43-55: template information 28 (template storage) includes 
templates used by the presentation generation system 104), 

the template storage device to select a template out of the template storage 
device (col. 8, lines 35-42, and col. 10, lines 12-49: the presentation generation system 
104 identifies appropriate a cover page template defining a cover page (this step may 
include identifying an appropriate cover page form a plurality of cover pages) based on 
customer information, the presentation generation system 104 then integrates the 
template with the information to form a presentation (a layout of the published 
information). 
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However, Johnson does not explicitly disclose select a template according to the 
amount of published information selected by the published information selection device 
and to produce a layout of the published information according to the selected template. 

In the same field of endeavor, Morag discloses a method of generating a 
photographic album comprising: providing a plurality of digitally encoded images 
(published information), automatically analyzing the images and automatically 
generating an album responsive to the analyzing (col. 3, lines 26-33). In addition, 
Morag discloses that after the images and instruction (published information) for album 
arrangement are received by the service provider, an optimal layout (template) of 
images in the album is determined (col. 7, lines 15-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Morag with Johnson to include select a 
template according to the amount of published information selected by the published 
information selection device and to produce a layout of the published information 
according to the selected template. Morag suggests that automatically generating a 
photograph album by using digital techniques would enhance the quality of the resulting 
album. 

9. As to dependent claim 15, Johnson discloses the template being a page template 
that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage frame to be 
arranged in a layout region in page units (col. 10, lines 50-62: cover page template 
includes rules that define the layout and content or topic as well as color, size, shape). 



Application/Control Number: 10/652,496 



Art Unit: 2176 



Page 9 



10. As to dependent claim 16, Johnson discloses the page template being related to 
information that indicates the recommended importance of published information to be 
stored in the information storage frame defined by the relevant page template (col. 5, 
lines 43-57, and col. 10, lines 12-62: the cover page template defines locations 
associated with rules which in turn define the layout of the cover page as well as the 
content, size, and other characteristics of the information on the cover page), and 

the template selection device being adapted to select out of the template storage 
device a page template with a recommended importance suitable for the importance of 
the published information selected by the published information selection device (col. 9, 
line 60 - col. 10, line 27: based on the customer solution or customer information 
(amount of published information), retrieving a template defining a cover page). 

As to dependent claim 17, Johnson discloses the template selection device being 
adapted to specify the highest level of importance of those levels of importance of 
published information to be published on each page among the published information 
which has been selected by the published information selection device but for which a 
layout has not been produced, and to select a page template with recommended 
importance suitable for the specified importance out of the template storage device (col. 
5, line 27 - col. 6, line 15 and col. 8, lines 35-56). 
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11. As to dependent claim 18, Johnson discloses a user information storage device 
that stores user information related to a user, the published information selection device 
being adapted to select published information out of the published information storage 
device on the basis of the user information in the user information storage device (col. 

5, line 33 - col. 6, line 15: customer solution system includes a customer tool which 
provides a convenient interface for entering customer information, and the customer 
information include a customer's profile, and the presentation generation system 
accesses the customer information and the customer solution, automatically generates 
presentation items based on the customer information and customer solution). 

12. As to dependent claim 19, Johnson discloses a user information storage device 
that stores user information related to a user, the layout device producing a layout of the 
published information selected by the published information selection device on the 
basis of the user information in the user information storage device (col. 5, line 33 - col. 

6, line 15: customer solution system includes a customer tool which provides a 
convenient interface for entering customer information, and the customer information 
include a customer's profile such as name, address, size, contact, specific interest, 
etc., and the presentation generation system accesses the customer information and 
the customer solution, automatically generates presentation items based on the 
customer information and customer solution). 

13. As to independent claims 21 , Johnson discloses a layout system, comprising: 
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a layout device that produces a layout of published information, the layout device 
producing the layout by storing the published information in an information storage 
frame according to a template that defines items related to the information storage 
frame arranged in a predetermined layout region (col. 4, lines 18-60 and col. 10, lines 
50-62: the presentation generation system 104 (the layout device) generates a 
presentation (a layout of published information by using cover page template that 
defines layout and content or topic of the information) , the system further comprising: 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates (col. 7, 
lines 13-29 and col. 8, lines 43-55: template information 28 (template storage) includes 
templates used by the presentation generation system 104), 

a template selection device being adapted to select a template out of the 
template storage device (col. 8, lines 35-42, and col. 10, lines 12-49: the presentation 
generation system 104 identifies appropriate a cover page template defining a cover 
page (this step may include identifying an appropriate cover page form a plurality of 
cover pages) based on customer information, the presentation generation system 104 
then integrates the template with the information to form a presentation (a layout of the 
published information). 

However, Johnson does not explicitly disclose select a template according to the 
amount of published information selected by the published information selection device 
and to produce a layout of the published information according to the selected template. 

In the same field of endeavor, Morag discloses a method of generating a 
photographic album comprising: providing a plurality of digitally encoded images 
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(published information), automatically analyzing the images and automatically 
generating an album responsive to the analyzing (col. 3, lines 26-33). In addition, 
Morag discloses that after the images and instruction (published information) for album 
arrangement are received by the service provider, an optimal layout (template) of 
images in the album is determined (col. 7, lines 15-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Morag with Johnson to include select a 
template according to the amount of published information selected by the published 
information selection device and to produce a layout of the published information 
according to the selected template. Morag suggests that automatically generating a 
photograph album by using digital techniques would enhance the quality of the resulting 
album. 



Response to Arguments 

In the remarks, Applicant(s) argued that the prior art fails to disclose the information to 
be published is selected first, and then the template is selected to fit the information. 

In reply to this argument, Applicant's arguments with respect to the limitation "the 
information to be published is selected first, and then the template is selected to fit the 
information" have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection under Johnson and Morag. Please see the rejection above. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4092. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. On July 1 5, 2005, the Central Facsimile (FAX) Number will 
change from 703-872-9306 to 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Chau Nguyen 

Patent Examiner ^ N a 
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